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PRIME,Geoffrey Arthur - KGB Penetration of GCHQ.
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DD Policy & management ~
0S 4E60 H (¢ £ o Attached, for the information of
2. ! - / the addressees,are press comments
DD Personnel-Security § / from the London TELEGRAPH of 11
Iavestigations 4ES58 P Nov 82, which provide new insight
3 e into the PRIME case.
" Chief, Security Education %, The Crown prosecutor's
Group 4EZ1 = statements in open court paint
PR —7 a picture of PRIME as a security
" Chief, Securify Analysis officer's nightmare. Himself a
Group, 4E13 victim of sexual child molestation
5. became a molester as an adult. The
Chiek}lnd' trial child of an unhappy marriage, his
STAY Security Hr. | | own first marriage collapsed. Upon
2 the death of his parents and his oyn
DD/ I CRE loss of religious faith, he sought
STAT PF42 a new anchor in the Soviets.
Seriously depressed in ]972, he
DD/a Office of\l\tkedlcal sought psychiatric counsel.
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8. So much for the personnel side, bui
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Mrs Rhona Prime, 37, who reported her husband,
Geoffrey, to police after he had told her of sexual
offences involving young girls—and his espionage
: . s - - - - - .- .. activities.
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I forgive -
hﬁma says t
wife |

By ALAN COPPS

WIP\S RHONA | PRIME,

' whe took the agonjsing
decision to’ inform
police about her hus- .
band’s spying activities,
publicly - forgave him.
before being helped
weeping from the Olg
Bailey’s No. 1  court,
yesterday. ’

“I intend to stand by my hlm;
band. As . -a Christian T can;
only utterly condemn the ter-l

'Iibile crimes he has commit. |
ed.

B
!
|
i
|

Ohristian 1 can forgive him |
because he iy totally repen.
tant and remorseful and js!
so full of guilt. He s ,!
roken man,” she told .the’
Lord  Chjef Justice, "Lord |
Lane. C o
Mrs Prime, 37, who works as !
school meals supervisgr, wasf
dressed in a_light grev: suit |
and a broad brimmed hat!
with bright blue ribbon, ..

‘ Totnll- shock?*. ; :

She first told of . her reacﬁon;l;
when Prime confessed to her’
on April 27 that he had car-!
ried out three sexual assaults |
on young .girls. o L
It was torag shock, T kaew!
nothing. about; it all,” she!
said, His confession of espion. !
a%¢ on the same evening |
came as an equal shock. -

'Fhe‘fol-]owi-ng morning, Prime!
<onfessed to Hereford police!
about the sex gtracks and,
was, taken into, castody, .. .

It was three weeks later, while!
he was in custedy, that Mrg
Prinmie  discovercd her  hus..
band’s espionage equipment, !

She  took advice from her!
Continued on Back P, Col 3,
[

“But I know in my heart, as.a!
I

P
7
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" Mrs PRIME -
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- " By ALAN COPPS .. ©
Continued from Page Ome |
sohcxtor, doctor and from her- |
parents and ‘all said she :

should “hand : over. "the'
_ evidence, - :

She mfomed the police. ﬁrst
of .what* shé had found and
. secondly of. her husband’s
confession. . .

She- said: “I took Tegal _advice .
and I Bad a choice. I didn’t
have to do it. | But morally I-
‘had to go to the-authorities

- and tell them because I could
-pot live as a Chnsnan with
that on my conscience and I
believe_;in the end I have
done him .a favour, and hope-
fully, the oountry §

"Mr George Cafnan Q C (defénd-
ing) asked Mues- Prime -how !

--~her -busband bad reacted to
‘the fact that ~she had- pro-‘,
- vided the prosqumon !

wn&)B
evidence, ’

“Hehastdtehltmaedlbl'y
-well. - -He - becomea’

“Hehaslostaﬂbashmfenmd
_is pow a nDew man. Because of ;
meternblebn!denhembd
“for .c0 inany years he was,

,4m-ed1hlyedn1ﬂnppy Eewa-s
a tor .

Mré‘P;iﬁi:kaiﬂ her busband
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-~freachery. ~~---

o B ‘helieve- for the first time'
“Geoffrey- ane tas found
the goal in ‘his life that he.
“was always- aeekmg ” she
- said.

‘Mrs - Prime;. - who. was later
-praised : by: the Lord Chief .
“-Justice as ‘& “woman of

: great “‘character, sympathy .

d. humanity,” said her hus- -
d  had treated her and’

1%her.: three =sens with the .

" “utmost respect.”

She did not know.how" he did

it ‘while "living hlS “tnple
“rlifer T

He had been a mt;vellous'
father to the boys.

“ fie has worked very hard’ and
“-and brought me to a standard

. of living 1 would neyer have
“had without him.”

Before ca]hng Mrs ane, as a .
‘character-  -witness, - Mr:
Carman said she had received .
approaches from the national |
Press . offering cnormqns

_sums-of money.” . 1. ..,

But -she took the view, as a: P

practlsmg Christian, ‘that T
would be immoral to make a
profit out of ber’ busbaad’s

. -—-n-.m‘

“#She expressly: askedme to wis ]
““that after she had given evi- i
dence she would very grate-.

'A.funle ‘the Press .wounld leave !

“her and her’ famdy aione.
he said ]

. After - glvmg her evxdence
Mgrs Prime returned to her seat *
at the side of the court and !
listened as  the Lord - Chief:
Justice sentenced her husband. :

“Then,. seconds after he had '

_Vbeen led away, to the cells, she

psed in tears ‘and was
helped -out of the eourt by a

-| pohicewoman.

Some - time later. !oo!ung
calm and composed she left the
©Old . Bailey by a sidé’ entrance
end was epcorted to.a taxi by’
police, o ;

“With her was Pather Aﬂnan.;
the parish, priest-from her local
church, -who had listened to
the trial. from = the .public.

- gallery,. and anoﬁ\er _woman
‘friemd. - -

Later it ‘was jemrmed t‘hat she '

'had had .d 154nipute meeting
with bker husbaod in

. me ”lls




" ruthless operator, says judge

. J,ORD LANE, the Lord’
.. Chief; Justice, told-
-Prime: . ©.: '

. %1 have "listé'ned" ‘to what

has been said of your early
history and the background of
social and sexual isolation
~which you had, and of course,

all this made you an ideal pros- 3§
pect for our potential enemies.”
. Lord Lane 'said he had also %
listened **perhaps more import- -

antly” to what Prime's wife
said on his bekalf. . @
“ Whatever has come out of
this case, your wife has come
out of it with great credit. She
-displays herself as - a woman
of great character, sympathy
and humanity.”? .

He went on: “But the court
has heard enough about your
activities over at least’ nine
years as I read it, probably
longer ,to realise that by your
treachery you have done incal-
culable harm to the interests
and security of this country and
the interests and security of oury
friends and allies.”

No one would ever knéw for
certain what exactly motivated

Prime. It .may have been what .

you have doublless called
ideological .reasons.”. . .. i

“Lord-Lane- said he had been
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The Lord Chief justice,
Lord Lane.

asked by Mr Carman not to

.treat Prime as a ruthless and

rationally motivated spy.
“But I am *ound to say that

it.is a description which fits you

exactly. Your ruthlesspess is
demonstrated not only by what
you did with this country’s
secrets, but by what you did
to those girls. S

“The fact that you werc
rationally motivaied is quite
olear on the statements you
made-to. pelice. ‘

“What your motivation was
perhaps doesn’t matter. You

made the choice and you must,

suffer the result.”

"Lord Lane told Prime he was '

giving him credit for having -

confessed, for pleading guilty,
and for largely providing the

material on which the prose- .

cution was based.

“It is said you are anxious !

to repair the damage you have
done. But it is perfectly plain

that the huge proportion of it '

is quite irrevocable.

" “You must suffer the result
of the choice you have made.
The result is to punish you,
mark the public abhorrence of
the crimes you have committed,

and finally to deter others who .

might toy with the idea of
treachery in the future,

“As you: gained in stature
and promotion in your job, so
yvou became of greater use to
the Russians, and that is the
basis on which I sentence you.”

Prime, of Pitville Crescent,

Cheltenham, was jailed for a -

of 35 years after he
to the seven

total
pleaded guilty
spying charges.

He was jailed for a further
three vears, making a total of
38 vear, for the indecent
assaults on the three young
girls,




Approved For Release 2005/08/03 : CIA-RDP96B01172R000300020002-6

5 T
¥

- AP

23 NOVEMBER 1982

SH SPIESs . _
‘RER DIFLOMAT FLEADS GUILTY TO PASSING SECRETSs DETAILS

P) - Ruonm JANET RITCHIES R FORMER SECOXD SECRETARY AT THE
ESY IN TEL A¥IVs PLEADED GUILTY TODAY To FASSIKG BRITIZH
ECRETE TO HER LOVER) AN EGYFTIAN EMBASSY OFFICIAL.
(ITCHIEs 30s RDMITTED TO ONE COUNT OF WRONGFULLY COMNMUNICATING
REATION TO AN UNRUTHORIZED FERSON,

4T RRS THE SECOKD FROSECUTION UNDER BRITIAN'S (FFi1CIAL SECRETS FCT
IR THREEZ WEEKE. 0N Nov. 40y GEoFrREY PRIMEs & FORKER TRAKSLATOR AT THE
TUP-SECRET GOVERNHENT COMMUNICATIONS HERDGUARRTERS IN CHELTENHAM:
FLERDED GUILTY 70 CHARGES OF FASEING SECRETS T0 THE SOVIET URION AND
WES EERTERCED TG 35 YERRS IN FRISON,

BRITISH KEWSPRPERE WERDLINED REFORTE TODAY OF ANOTHER SFY CRSE IN
MHICH BRITISH MILITARY SECRETS MAY HAVE BEEN FASSED BY A BRITISH ARMY
EFY RING THR QUSH THE qovzrr EMERESY T0 HRGENTINEY BRITRIN'S FOE 1IN
LHET SPRING'S FRALKLAND ISLANDE COURFLICT,

BT A Hepazﬁc IN Lowoown’s {iLp BRILEY CeNTrRAL CRIMINAL COURTs RTTORKEY
BEWERAL S1R FICHAEL HAVERS SRID THRT BETHEER No OVENEER OF LRST YERR
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RND FEBRUARY OF THIS YEARY K155 KITCHIE DISCLOSED THE COKTEKTS OF F VE
SECREY DIFLOMATIC TELEGRAMS TO REFART EL-ANSARYs KER COUNTERPART AT
THE EGYPTIAN EHERssY. '

SINCE EGYPT HAS FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH BRITRIKsS ‘‘THE DAMAGE TO OUR
COUNTY'S INTERESTE WAS KOT IN THE EVERT GREAT:'' HAVERS SAID.

ME DESCRIBED RiIss

KITCHIE'S ACTIONS RS ‘YMORE FOOLISK THAN WICKED,'?
HCCORDING TO HAVERE: FOUR OF THE TELEGRAMNE - MARKED ‘'CONFIDERTIAL®'?
= WERE FROK THEK-BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY LORD CARRINGTON 70
THEN-SECRETARY OF STATE RLEXANDER E. HRIG JR. AND ISRAELI OFFICIALS
ERYING BRITRIN WOULD TAKE FART IN R KULTINETIONAL FEACENEEFING FORCE
IR THE SINAI. THEIR CONTEMTSs HAVERS ‘SAIDs NOULD EVENTURLLY HAVE
 EECGME KNOKN. | o

BUT A FIFTHs WHICH HAVERS SRID WAE THE ‘‘RosT SERSITIVEs’® Gav
CARRIKGTOR'S VIEHE OK VRRIOUS “zoan EAST RUESTIONS., ITS CONTENTS HERE

CTRNOWN TO HRESHINGTON BUT OBVIDUELY EETTER NOT KNOKN 70 OTHERSs’? THE . -

FROSECUTOR SAID.
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YERS SAID THAT WHER RISS RITCHIES A FORMER LAR LECTURER AT GLRSGOW
ERSITYS RAS FIRST IKTERROGATED KFTER BEING BROUGHT HOME IN

! SHE ADHITTED GIVIHG EL-ANSARY THE TELEGRAKS. ‘‘IT REVER
D MY HEAD UK AKY WAY TO BETRAY SECRETS:'' HE GUOTED HER RS

]
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{HI5S YOUNE LADY IS NOT RKD NEVER HED BEEK R SPY:'' HER DEFENSE
LEKYERs GEORGE UARMAN:s SAID. SKE HAE ‘YSUFFERED GRIEVGUSLY AKD RUINED
K CHREER GOF EROREOUS FROKISE.'’

THERE WASE NO IHFKEDIATE WORD OM B SERTENMCE,

FERNRHILEt THE DRILY EXFREES REPORTED THAT ‘'R SPY RING OFERATING IN
THE HEART OF THE BRITISH RREY'' KAY HAVE FED FALKLAKDS KAR SECRETS 10
FRGENTIKA VIA THE SOVIET EMERESY IK LONDOK. ‘
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28 November 1982

; London (UP!)—For -the 16th hme
since World War II, Britain has been _
hit by a spy scandal—one that Prime -
Minister -

ment’s secret electmnlc lntelligence
center at Cheltenham. -~ ° :
-~ America’s Natxonal Security Agency

Margaret .‘Thatcher admits™ at Fort Meade, Md., works closely:with :

also- damaged the ‘United- States and:-

bther‘Western® a!hes.‘ T ,
 But soon after Geoffrey Prime was -
sent to prison for 35 years for passing

"Cheltenham ' Initial . U.S: intelligénce ',

' reactaon&oSovxet"penetratsou ofihe-"'
. ‘center was shock and dismay: - :

In Britain, where even the. exlstence

‘secrets to . the Soviet Union: over 14. - of .a secret service has mever been -

yea.rs. there were:signs that' Washing-
‘ton -and London were prepared to hss
and makeup. =~ - - .

Defense Secretary Caspar Weinber
ger said that, while the Prime case was
damaging to U.S. security mterest.s it
was “not a disaster.,” - -

. 'The spy ‘caper’ agaﬁr tumed the;

spothght on what -many have long ..
believed to be a leaky.London connec-
tion in the West's battle of ths thh the
Sovxet Umon R

E PRIME, 44, SERVED in’ me Royal .
Air Force and later in the govern- -

- officially acknowledged, nothing has .-

- emerged on what ?rime actually told‘

ms Soviet paymasters. _____
Thatcher . assured Parhament—-and

Washmgton—that Prime had no aceess.",
to Western military or nuclear secrets.

- But Prime’s job.as a Russian-ian.
guage expert gave -him access, until
1977, to classified lntelhgence ‘material
irom British and Amencan hstemng
posts around the world -

HE DID NOT HAVEnccessm allof
- Cheltenham's information. But what he

.7 did see enabled him to identify for the

Brit spy scandai h:ghllghis

Russians them targets of ;
and U.S. monitors. .. L !

.. This allowed Moscow w chang {
cod&s and radio- frequencies.' What's i
i
g

“more, ‘the Russians could spew "-out
"dxsinformation ‘dsigned to m:sl
‘the West. : A

= _~The -case. once mone lnghhghted

:’shortcomings in the British system of -
-.security -clearance. Prime had ceme
through at “least - three. “positive” -
screenmgs—cluﬂy the procedures
" did not work In ‘the - end, \vas~<
unmasked by accident. e

A sexual obsession with gn'ls aged *
- 10 to 15—undetected in the security
. ‘checks—led “to his- undoing Police™;
traced him from a description-of his
car after his third offense against a--

.

: child.

Prime confessed alltohisceoond'
" wife, Rhona, 37. She" told .police. .In -
addition to ane s card-index list of

_2,287 yo\mg,gxrls. pohce found all the

" ‘equipment of- a‘profeslonal 5Dy at tns

.-home.

“Prime confessed o pohce he made
the first ‘approach to' Moscow while
“with the RAF in West Berlin andtmce :
neatly defected via Helsinki“ <53~ !

.- Thatcher sa:d she has ordeted L
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| | Vlrglma L. Thorne, Retlred CIA Emplo‘;.

Virginia L. Thorne, 73, an em-

THE WASHINGTON POST

28 NOVEMBER 1982

9

ploye of the Central Intelhgence
Agency from its inception in. 1947
until her retirement in 1972, died of

respiratory failure Nov. 25 at Slbley'

Memorial Hospital.
Mrs. Thorne, who lived in Wash-

' _ington, was born in Syracuse, N.Y.
. She moved here in 1942 and worked -

for the wartime Office. of Price Ad-

RS
t "

died in 1936.

--Survivors include a sxster IFrances:

mmxstratlon -until she - )omed the’ _
' _M.Lewxs ofAlexandna. I

| CIA..

She was a member of

XS

cigtion of Former Intelligerre Offi-:

cers, Accuracy In Media, tle Capt.

Joseph’ Magruder Chapter]of the-
voly,
Unior- |
and -the 16th Street WomI;: th-,-'

Daughters of the American
tion, the English-Speaking

erary Club. -

Her husband_ Robert A. orne,

R
-
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TASTE FOR LITTLE GIRLS
DOWNFALL OF
|
g ‘ . : 3
. MOLE |
SPY CENTRE o
" By 14N HENRY Old Bailey Corréspondent
GEOFFREY PRIME, 44, a former employee
of the Government’s secret communica-
tions headquarters at Cheltenham, jailed
-yesterday for spying for the Russians, was
only caught because of his taste for sex with
little girls:: . _
After he confessed to three sex attuks police
seacched his heme and discovered “ material which
suggested he was involved in activities even more
grave,” said Sir MicCiiaFL 11avers,. QC, Attorney-
. General, prosecuting, at the o

i Old Bailey.

In his wallet, they found a;
code-pad, a document ex-
plaining how to hand!e%
micro-dots, details of radio|
frequencies, and a top secret | s‘
memorandum. : T e : |

"The police also took posses- sex charg_es. .
-sion gx a powerful b{adﬁc,}) {w;) < .
recording tapes, a black brief- -

' case,.agcaz‘r?ei- bag containing RIME  faced
notebooks; .and. 25 . envelopes
pre-addressed to East Berlin.

~.

pyir‘ig anoi T

spying charges’ under |

3
seven |
Section One of the °

Sir Michael ‘said that in the pocials Secrets Act.. -
course of Prime’s employment, ey were, that for purposes
both in the RAF and in the prejudicial to the safety and
Government service, he came interest of the State, he com-
to have access to infarmation | ' municated information which
ranging from the  simply sen-i Lvas_ calculated to_be, might

‘sitive to matters of the “very d?’ or was intended ‘to be,
 highest " secrecy. 1 ' t;“:g‘lzn :l;“«y indirectly useful
Qver a period of 15 years he In B RenY  een N

. d ot ) , between ‘ Dec. |
tiad admvated passing  secrets 1967, and Aug., 1968?"' 31_;
Between Sept. 30, 1968 . and’

- Editorial Comment—P18 April 29, 1982;
|- i SRR ‘ . Between May 1-31, 19870, in
‘i Berlin, Viennd, Potsdam and Abbey. Wood, London;
: London that had caused * excep- ; In Vienna, between Sept, 1-30,
tional grave  'damage.”, \ y 15;:5: .t o ‘
.. At one stage, the Press and . ‘In Vienna, between May 1.
public wafc.eécdulc\lfgh folx't 21({, 1976; e y 131,
minutes while Sir. Michael told, : In ‘Vienna, between May 1.3
the cou;"ti irihcarnper_a. o éhéa deep: i 1980; . en May 131,
gravity ‘of what Prime di I And in Potsdam, East G
%efox:e'rgoinghso. %ir B'Iichafg : ; between Nov. 1.3 0, 1%1'8;!11?ny.
said: ¢ There has been muc {Prime also faced th i
wild speculation; most of which! { of indecently ’SSa:xelfi r‘l?;{lar r'i:
is unsupported by the evidence! on’ Aprit 10, 1950 o S1a
about the natune of -the damage Wy - 28, 1981, and on "A ril 21}'
forgi\;lﬁoh ; heia? g re;spons\it)le, 1952, - > pri .
e 1ty in relation to nuciear . \ - -
\«faﬁlea-dz and endangering’ the eporting of their names was
lives of agents, .’ LT : prohibited by an order under:
lv‘e‘sl repii?il’xs;:i:gis fio evidence | ! Section 39 of the Children
o .support speculations.of this . y and Young Persons Act.
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: Seﬁéret'com_t‘»f_;}_i!_’!!;‘i!&' "
e Pt e T e i

>

in brief case: - ‘Handed a note
in briej €3¢ ;

ime interviewed
Prime was first interview
about his espionage activities

¢ i t he simply . T .
in June this yei;l“'i bléon't know . - The salient features, which

at checkpoint

told police: : ion | émerged, were ti i
: t information | merged, were' that his first
where you got thzertainly isn't ! contact with Russian agents was

'from, but that

1t wif !
itrue, I can assure you.” mot in 1574, but in January.

But he was late'fr rﬁq;%:‘?:tgg i }_‘%q%nwhcn he was stationed in
ing. During four i e A

g?,‘zs‘?i%n{ng he ‘adfmll;Gd t?t; v .PrimAc%ordmgtto ;ha‘t statement
3 Tor . Time began Synipatiy
G bl wnsiy
I:ot;ny further than cpn&dt’:ﬂﬂg; mid-60s, and when returning
8 king for them. e e\:~; gl;ovr;::tlea{gec I;anded_a notehtoka
later interview he_ex-! _ viet officer manning a_check-
plg;es that in September 1977% ; po;’nt t}:nto thst. %cx‘ihn mdi:akt-
» [P IRRRN : in, at he wished to make '
: ; : o ; tact.” ‘

. had booked flights to_Hel ; corract.
g:kiaon two occasions with a - ! Later he found a metallic
view to living in Russia, but}llns : ] cylinder attached to the door
regard for his wife and her . of his car. 1t contained a note
children prevented him from ! directing him to Friedrich.

going through with thg plan._
During that interview with
the policc. Prime said that in

1974 he had been given, via his

strasse station, where he was
met by Russian agents. He ex-
plained that he wanted to give .

!
i
E
i them any information they -
! .

sister, a bricfcase with a secret | wanted.
ggrsxi%ar:l'tergfm containing spyIng “t'ggteretafter Pgin{relmet his .
: . L -contacts Igor and Valya regu-
The plain black briefcase angd | ' larly until July 1968 when he .
jts sccret compartment were | left the RAF. He told them
produced in court and the - : the nature of his work and re-
method of opening it, removing vealed all the information .
:iwo screws 1n the handle, was :which was available to him. |
emonstrated. - SO @ -
Prime was intervicewed twice | cam}e{rea tgsedhot:gra;?:mfitxrﬁﬂ
more, said Sir Michael, 'b‘.}th he Gatow’s telgphone directory
repeated h}?d g&x;lgls'changcel}: and delivered photographs tq-i
there was a = ar e gether thh a samplgz of classi-’
Suddenly, ‘he told t‘;"t‘é o fied material to his Russian
cers: “Yes, at 4 o'clock tocay controller.

June 26, 1982, % xmv\vm\.ms;ht ht_(; ;
ty [} 18 | .

:f.ggfua}fg?rw“lo f:a%x:ot ‘g0 on ghat he was thinking of app'ly.
talking about my wife whilst I'! ing -for employment as a lin-
am continuing to tell Hes. guist in the Civil Service and-
' : i was encouraged to pursue his

“Prime told his controller

eIt willhtaké- a Jong mﬁ E s icanon et ‘

;e ‘have & sbor y ) o
gglcjxlxd 1“1? start from "January “He returned to England in!
1968, when this affair started.” . July 1968, and was successful
““The statement which followed in his job application being told

~ g it was taken over to report for duty in London
yras so s S on Sept. 30, 1968

“ Before starting work he
returned to East Berlin and
received extensive training in
the arts of the spy. He was
'taught the method of secret
writing which allows invisible
messages in code to be over-
written on seemingly innocuous
letters, .

“He was taught how (o use
a miniature camera for photo-
graphing documents He was -
taught how to receive coded
radio transmissions and how to
receive and handle microdots.
He was told the dead letter
box procedure for conveying
.,-» (information.” :

When - ¢rime- returned to
England he brought with him
the - briefcase containing the

Approved For Release 2005/08/03 : CIA-RDP96B01172R000300020002-6
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-code- pads;for-deciphering mes. |
"sages sent to him by radio, and

" to encipher messages sent back :
‘to the Russians; secret’writing -
paper on  which to write
encoded . messages; .East. Ger-
many addressed envelopes :to

- carry the secret messages in
invisible code; and £400;sterling.
" He was ‘given-the codenama
Rowlands.and a.password to.be .
‘used when: meeting contaets. In
reply to the contact saying: “I.
believe’ we. met-in Pittsburgh in
1968,”. Prime - was < to - reply*

“No, at that ‘time I was*in
Bel’hn;”é "S rt,:‘-.. {i ; ' . .<
Sir' " Michael "~ continited:

“Once he, started. .work . in
London, Prime- regularly: con-.
.veyed information -to the
Russians and received informa-
-tion from .them usually by
radio. . : R
~ In-autumn 1969, he was told
by radio message to %6 to a
secret. hiding placé .in_ Esher;
-near & lake. - He :went; and
received a few hundred pounds,
. in sterling and .aletter con-’
‘gratulating - him, on his: pro-.
gress, .

e
" “In May 1870, he.took photox
graphs of documents,” which he !
had taken with the. miniaturé |
camera,: to_-Abbey . Wood !in |
.London and 'left them at a
‘secret hiding place jn a wood..., !
< *“In the ‘summer of 1971; he
collected more money and more :
-“$pying materials ‘at” a - pickaup |
point near Banstead “Station in |
Surrey. . 0u0L, o
IS

!
;
e - t + i

—

_Primal.fad! s

" ‘mature. He 'received.- £700: -0

“he had h

Lbst his ) i

t

)

-
-

o

“In 1972 or 1973, he mislaid
his one-time pads (code pads);'
and was forced to send a letter |
to East Germany 'in invisible :
‘writing, in plain text, explaining |
‘e doss. Tyt
© M According to Prime contact '
“was s lost! -ugtil | 1974, when -
-Soviet dgents:left a briefcase
at. his. sister’s hofme. This part
of Prime’'s statement . js- .con-.
firmed by his sister - who -
remembers a:man.and a woman
{whg :sppke in. broken ‘English |

dellivering a-parcel.: -- - :
-2 She opened the partel and |
{ saw .the ,briefcase: 'W_lxicg 'was |
apparently, empty. In fact ‘it !
. Was the-replicy of, the briefcase, ;
{ 1 ibeen’ .given.- . in’
Anugust 1968, and had spying |
-equipment and ; £460 mythq‘;;’
- secret< colmpartment:s LM | gt
- “In the spring of 1973, whilsb,;
stil in London, Prime was-
given a ‘briefing by his em-|
ployersiin, order. ts receive and !
undérstand fresh material of a
higher seturity classification. :
He reported immediately, to his ;
‘control’ler in East Berfin...
: “His controller arranged_ a:
‘serie¢ : of meetings .in Vienna:
which took place in September:
975. Prime took with him-
photographic copies of highly
secret material and microfiche .
cards of an,etqually sensitive

£8B00 in sterling, .
+- * Primg flew to Vienna jagain |
«in May.1975. Between Septem-

ber 1975 and May 1976 he had |
been regularly sending details
of top secrct information. . He :
took with -him.in May. 1976 -
Jmore .photog\'aphed documents

he ad access to whilst .
in“London, " and’ explained - the ¢
‘nature’ ‘of - ‘his * mew - job " at-
Chelt~ham,.

Approved For Release 2005/08/03 : CIA-RDP96B01172R000300020002-6
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Promzsed pension

and rank of colonel
*He had, in fact been trans'

ferred from London to Chelten-

“ham in March 1976. At one of

the meetings in Vienna in May,
1976. Prime was mformed that!
should he ever wish to defect;
he would be given a pension;
and the rank of Colonel.  He
was given -~£1,000 - befqre he;

. Teturned to England . }

.- “Prims was promoted -,
1976, and on the-first'of Nc:vem-\
ber 1976 he became section

head, which gave him accesst
to a ‘wider and even more sec-
ret range of material.

“ As a section head he regu-
larly attended meetings at which :
matters of the utmost secrecy
were discussed.

‘* Between his return from
Vienna in May 1976 and his
resignation en Sept. 28, 1977,
Prime took 15 rolls of film
amounting to about 500 photo-
graphs of top secret documents.

“Prime claimed that by Sep-!
tamber 1977, the pressure of |
living 2 double life got toox
much for him. He had married
in June 1977 and taken over!
the care of his new wife’s threex
children. |

“He decided to defect . by’
flying to Helsinki, and indeed
booked flights on Sept. 11 and;

i

Approved For Release 2005/08/03 : CIA- RDP%Q% 5

" pads which the pohce had seized

;/".Sir“Miﬁhaél 'H‘aye‘r's. Q C,

Sept. 20, but on each occasion !
did not go through with it. !

“* According to Prinmve he had:
no further contact with Russian!
agents until he'was telcphoned'
in April, 1080 and .asked to go|
to Vlenna ;5 ;

“He flew thnlc ‘on Mab 16
1980, taking with .him the 15
rolls“of film of ton secret docu-
ments, together thh handwnt-
ten notes

Y

Debrzefed on .

crulse slup

|
!
|
|

) ““He was tal\cn to a Russian|
. Cruise shxp on_the Danube fof|
‘twé “or. three days and qucs-‘
tioned at length -about the!
material he had brought with!
“him. -‘He was given £600 and)
flew, back to England.

<.,“In’October, 'Prime claimed
that he was again contacted by
-telephone and agreed to go, to
Berlin for' a further meeting.
He flew to Berlin on Nov. 16
“and. was taken to Potsdam in
Fast - Germany where he was
closely questioned about Allied
activities: which werc top sccret.

“When the debricfing  was
finished he was given £4,000
and taken back to Berlin.

“Prime indicated that the one
time pads and the secrét writing

.were :giyen to :him’ either in
V“i’;ﬁ‘,‘ in 1980 or at Potsdam
in

** He.claimed he had mot used z
any of them, nor had he had any |
further contact wilh Ru,amn :
agents.” . . i

Sir Michael said Prime cnded
his statement saying: * Looking
back. over ‘the ‘entire period [
deeply regret the extent of the
-betrayal- mamfeqted by my acti-!
+vities,-which were in breach of.
~the trust placed in me by my

~Government~ :

<~ a1 believe that T ﬁr-«'t em-'
Jbarked on these activities partly.
iasa result of a. mlsplaccd ideat-
istic .view of Soviet socialism
swhich was compounded by basic
+psychelogical  problems thhm
myself .

¢ Thesé prob?cms had made

me susceptible to "the type of:
propaganda which . I bccamc
aware of during my service in
West Berlin.

41 am: also deeply ashamed
;‘and find ~it difficult to express
‘my reniorse . m words in rela-

ave «.auscd for my
and family,” |

ZR0008600620002-6
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. masterly. way . in .which Daet..

' _gation they will ever be likely

; attracted towards girls in the
~10 to 15 age bracket.

ﬂme te find ont ihe "ﬂ‘ﬂn of
I+

Folice investigation

7

f‘.":"v"‘A o
masterly’

.Before', requesting “the court
to go into camera, Sir_Michacl
paid, tribute  to the officers of
West ‘Mercia. police who inter-
viewed Prime. -
> % The" ", responsible - services
have nothing but praise for thc

Chief Supt. David Cole, Det.
Chief Insp. Peter Picken and
police officers under them coped
with what is the gravest investi-

to undertake. In an unfamiliar
field, they worked with remark- !
able diligence and very great
care.”. < 7 -, R
Lord LANE, Lord Chief Jus.
tice; -interrupted by asking the
Attorney-General: - “ The infor-
mation this man gave became
more and more important and
dangerous to the services of
this country. Is that true?”
Sir Michael agreed that it
became niore true as Prime's
spying career continued.

Earlier the Attorney-
General said it was clear from
the charges, and from Prime
himself, he was sexually

* Over a number of years, he
built up a card index system
of young - girls. His main
sources of information were
newspapers from the Hereford
and Gloucester area.

“From newspapers he was

Y ] TSR YT T TRt I [T
wienta  aml ammetimes e
jlome telephons number. .

““Armed avith this informa-

i
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¢.Mr George Carmian,-Q C.

. tion jt was :then his practice to

- telephone the girl and!engage
er in conversation as to her
.age, which school she attended,
‘and ' when " her . pavents - were
Jikely to be,out of the house.
¢ ‘“He maintained ‘his index
Systent, logging every call he
.Mmade with details of . who

-2uswered the telephone: and if

it was the girl, details of what !

heir  conversation .had - been
about, and what. name he: had
used when making. the call.” -
At the time of his  afrest,
Prime gave police 2,287 index
tards for such girls.. .. ;/ {

<)

- But Prime only -visited' the
Ahome_s of his victims on four
occasicus, .One visit in March
1982 to the home of a girl near
Worcester. was abortive because
when he got.to the house he
found a cleaning lady there.

", ‘The first time, he actually got

dnto his victim’s; home® was in °

"April, 1980. Prime telephoned
the -home" of _an - }1-year-old

Gloiicestershire” girl and .spoke

to her about her family and

school. He rang again I

minutes later and asked to visit |

the house to do some plumbing. !
He arrived five tinates latoer |

and the girl showed himn the

lof;. He pulied a hood oF striped
Pyjama muaterial over his head,
vlaced his hand over her mouth
eng'told her to lie dow; { When
she got up, e said: “Lie down
or I'll do sométhing to you.” -

. After Prime said he wanted
to look up her skirt, he was dis-
turbed- by a market rescaccher
-knockiog at the door, and lcft
dwiriedly., .




)
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His second victim was a 13
year-bld Worcestershire girl, He |
again telephoned the girl, know-
ing her: parents ‘bcth worked, |
thas time posing as a painter
and-decorator,; . - .-

_After pretending to examine
the house, he asked to take a
photograph of her on the :pre-
text that hie had once been her
baby-sitter. But the gir! refused.

She noticed through a door
that he ‘was tying a handker-
chief -over his face. "He seiced
her by the ‘neck and said “if
you co-operate with. me you
won’t get hurt” ¢

Ile twisted her arm bcehind
_her back -and .pushed her into
a bedroom. She asked to go to
the bathroom, where she opencd
a window and tried to call for
. help.: e ’ :

Prime threw her inta the

bath, putting his hands over
her face ‘and later around her
neck. She was ordered to take
off .her jeans and’'sit on the
floor and expose herself.,
" The third victim was a 14-
year-cld girl living near Here-
ford, when, in April this year,
he again telephoned asking to
do some painting estimates.

.Once _at her home he threat-
ened the - girl .with a bottle
opener with a knife blade. She
was ordered to pull her pants
down and lift .up her skirt, but
after she began screaming |
Prime fled. but not before ask-
ing if she knew any other girls
on their own. + - .

Sir Michael -said Prime’s
distinctively coloured Cortina
car . had been spotted at: the
scene of the Hereford incident,
and when police began question-
ing all Cortina owners, Prime
denied any knowledge of thei
incident, claiming he had been
at home al the time,

“It seems that after the
police left his home he con-
fessed to his wife that he was
responsible, for the next day
he telephoned Hereford police
station and admitted he was
the”man police were looking

When the court came out of
camera Mr George Carman,
Q C. defence counsel, told thc
Lord Chief Justice:.

“ My client may now be able’
to see that a civilised system of :
justice affords him the right to

e properly defended in a
country whose interests he has
damaged, whereas the irony of
the case is that the country
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‘Coiritinued from P10
whose interests he sought to
~rve would have denied him
such rights)”
Dealing -
described  as

with - what  he

matters  of “the
“ arcatest public importance,”
Mr Carman- emphasised that
Prime's  espionage  activities
were conducted by him in col-
lusion with the Russian Intclli-
gence services alone. ’

No other collegue at GCHQ,
or indecd any other citizen ot
Britain or any Western power

was in  any way involved,
directly. or indircctly in his
activities.

*“ Having betrayed his country
und confessed his guilt frecely,
he expressly authorises me to
state that he is anxious to co-
operate after sentence with the
authorities in furnishing any
further information that he

possibly can in any subsequent -

interviews that may be sought,
30 thad the task of repairiog the
damage should be continued.

“ So much for public mattcrs.
A matter of private concern, but
no less important in your lord-
ship’s court, is the utter shame
and profound remorse that he
would wish. me to oxpross to

the children "concerned and to.

their parents.”

‘What kind of

man is he?’

Mr Carman said that if one
stood back with horror at the
offences, in order to take a close
Jook at the offender, one asked
the question: * What kind of
man is Geotlrey Prinie? ”

Two phrases told it all—
“ desperately lonely and totally
inadequate,” and “ a sexual and
social misfit.”™

“1t is the misfits of society
that provide the fertile breeding
ground for the ruthless propa-
gandy of the Soviet system and
its capacity to foster treachery
under the -guise. of idealism.”-

Mr Carman said a cypic might -

add “perfectly wicked.” and
one had to concede that to be
true in terms of ~ Prime's
conduct,

* But
understanding”
scif.,” he- said.

At 30 vears of age] Prime
had betrayed his country while
serving in the RAF, at the
beginning of. 1968,

*“That was a considered
decision. .One naturally asks
how and why .did he reach that
decision,” said Mr Carman,

When one. looked: back. the
picture that was presented of
Prime was of an unhappy and
unfortunate childhond., where
he had been  deprived  of
parental love. His-parents -
riage was unhaopy and he him-
self was the victim of 1 soxnal
assault .bv.an adult relative. «

When Prime joined the RAF
be was already encountering

it is not the key to
the man him-

Approved _Fo Release 00/08/0 : Cl

“he really need one
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e 9 2 S I, TV !
seripus sexual problems. His
mo¥isr-died that” year and his
father when he .was 23, -

*“What vour lordship does
not already know is that in
1972, whilst coiployedaon work
Ui 4 n.‘ZiT!\'C nature h(‘ was
sefosoerby-hisod e practi-
tivngr Lo awconswhantne chia-
tiist for severe depgnssion.”

X Carman described Brime's
unhappy and unfortunate back-
ground, his sezual maladjust-
ment and social isolation which,
he said had led to his position.

* When e wascimmibeoR A F
in  Berlin.- he.-lost. his-.parents
agg, religiousebelief,
sexually inadequate. In his own
wardsT ‘T nceded to believe in
SOMEL Do e i i

TIIE started to listen to Rus-
sian  broadcasts -+ and read
Russian -literaturc. He was, in
bis  mind, converted to the
cause” gt that time.”

In the following nine years.
said My Carman, Peime bad
“clung” to the idea that he
had made the right decision.

“ But -they were nine years
also where l{is doubts began to
torment himn with ever increas-
ing intensity.”

End of marriage

‘the watershed®

Primie muarried .in 1969, but
the marriage failed in 1972. He
chidbrieneatteaiment
duging~thig- perrod—for-depres-
ston. The watershed came when
he left his wife.

Then Prime met his present
wifc and went to lodge at her
home. *“ She had a tragic mar-
riage with three young sons.
Prime married her in the sum-
mer, of 1977 and  thea
voluntarily and very abruptly
resigned his post at Cheltenham
in September of that year.

“ The pressure which built
up in him causéd him to resign
and consider taking steps to
defect to the . Soviet Union
twice.” ’ ,

yMr - Carman invited ' Lord
Lane not to cor..der Prime as
a totally ruthless and rationally
motivated spy. He pointed out
that he had an opportunity 1o
defeet to the Soviet TTninn when
he resigned ‘from Cheltenham
and failed to do so.
© Also, unlike some of the
maior post-war spics including
Philby., Burgess and Maclean,
there was net in Prime’s case
any pre-arvanged cscane plan
or route with the Russians.

He had no false passport and
every trip abroad was carried
out using his real passport.

Lord Lane intervened: *Did
A2

Mr. Carman replied: “1f he
went to places hike Vieana, it
mav have been likely for the
Russians to have provided him
with a false passport.”

Mr® Carman  said the final
reason for not treating Prime as

He was-

" offences.  In

A_

a ruthless traitor was that when
he was arrested and  inter-
viewed about the sex- offences
op April 27 this year, “a criti-
cal date in this case,” he then
freely, within a few hours con-
fessed two things 1o his wife.

Ignored chance

to defect

He told her he was guilty of
grave sexual misconduct; inore
startlingly, he told her he had
been cngaged in spying. - -

When he knew he.was 'a
police suspect for serious sexual
offences, he had a passport,
monecy and a car, and could
have ‘defected from this coun-
try. But he did not said
counsel. .

“For on that day, and for
the remaining three weeks, the
authorities were totallv
rpawzre the man sispaected of
sexual activities was also a spy.
. “This man was not a poten-
tially ruthless and not a totally
rationally motivated spy.”

He confessed to his wife on
the evening of April 27, and the
following day. telephoned the
police admitting  the sexual
the intervening
three  weeks  Mrs  Prime
agonised with hersclf what she
should do. -

In the mcantime, she found

a carrier bag containing spy |

equipment and a wallet con-
luining documents under a.bed.
She took advice from her “soli--
citor, from her doctor and from
her  parents, all of .whom
advised her
should b2 reported.

. Mr Carman said Prime had
lied to police because. he knew
that even if he was imprisoned
for the sexual offences, any
term would leave him a lifeline
to sec his wife and stepchildren
cventually. .
" Prime had described in great
detail his recruitment and
training by the Russians, and

had also described the Russian .

Intelligence service to police.
He had told quite
tarily of the pavments he had
received and tiie times on which
the Russians had made contact.
*“ He gave the British authori-
ties cvery possible co-operation
in enabling  them to
understand the gravity of what
hie had done and assess the
damage that he had
trated.”

Mr  Carman
pavmasters did
highly of him that they had
arranged for his escape.”

added:

RDP96B01172R00030002000

" the decision to resign, he made !

- science, or my husband's con-

that the matter

25

Intelligence, they were . tech-
nical questions, and he was
unable to help them, .

“ Persistent  attempts were
made by the Russians to
encourage him to try to rejoin
the Government services at
Cheltenham or the Army, They
even tried to persuade him to
try to join the Security Ser-
vices.” But once having made |

absolutely
again”
Mrs RHONA PriMe, 37, whe
went to police as a matter of
‘conscience, ‘told “the court: “1
-took legal advice and T had.a
choice, I didn’t have to do it.
* But morally 1 had to-go to
the authorities and tell them,
bec;;uge I' could not live as al
Christian with that on-my con- |

no effort to rejoin

science. And [ believe, in the |
end, I have done him a favour,
and bopefully the country.” |
Pomre buled staiie shormed;
as Lord Lane sentenced him ||
_to a total of 38.years in prison. !

volun-

try to
perpe-

“His
not think so ;

Again Lord Lane intervupted,

sayving: “1lle was much more !

valuable heyel”

Counsel soid Prime had no -

accesy  to  fresh  information

from the autumn of 1977 when

he left Cheltenham. Alhough
he went te Poptsdam in 1931

and was interviewed by Russian
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“Incalcuiable harm’ iéAlli@s;

Confession led wife

to give him up

By ALAN COPPS

GEO. FREY PRIME, a “ruthless and rationally-motivated spy "
the words of Lord Chief Justice, Lord Lane, was jailed for 35

.years at the Cld Balley yesterday for 14 years of treachery that caused

“ incalculable harm ™ to Britain and her allies.
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centre

in Cheltenham,

lived a triple lifc—as a spy for Russia, as f
a devoted step-father, and as-a sexual and ‘

“social misfit.

It was his lust for young girls that
led to his downfall. After being arrested on

sex charges he confessed to his second wife, .
Rhona, that he was also an agent for Russia.

She found his spying equipment in a

plastic bag under

a bed at their home in

Cheltenham and, after three weeks of

agonising, told the

‘police.

Prime, 44, had the full
paraph“x nalia of espionage.

It
camera to photograph docu-

ments, special writing paper !

to carry coded messages, &

powerful radio to receive
coded transmissions and a
tape recorder to  help

decipher them.

Prime was also goven * onc
time pads” on which he could
devipher coded radio messages
and encypher his replies, and
cavelopes pre-addressed to East

*Berlin to carry messages in in-

visible code. Al this was con-
tained in a brief case with a
false botton.

Codename ° Rowlands’

included a miniature’

His controllers, known as Igor |

and Valva, gave him the code-
name ‘Rowlands’ and a. pass-
word. T )

His contact'.would say: “I
believe we metin Pl"bbufgh in
1968.”

Prime was to replv: * \To at
that time I was in Berlin.”

He had been tought how to
receive and  hasefle microdot
communications and was given
training in East Berlin in the
dead-ictter box proceduce. .

Throughout his spy career he |

sent  regular details  of top-

seeret docum< nts.

His meeting with his masters

tnok him to Last Berlin, Vienna,
once to i Russian cruise boat on
the Donube, and to Potsdam in
Last Germany. !

But when it came to cxplain-
ing the material that Prime
passed to his Russian  spy-
masters at those meetings and
its potcntial damage to Western
security, the \'n. 1 court at
the Old Bailey sat in camera.

The case of Prime,
worked for
the Government communication

headquarters in London

fears about a rift
British and United States intel-
lizence azencies.

Mr. Thatcher is to make a
state: went about the case in the
Comiaons teday and she is cer-
tain to face fierce questioning

positive  vetting  procedure
d“‘-"m'd to weced-out potential
SCCAFILY Fiska.

i
l
:

.who ¢
nearly 10 vears at |

and

Cheltenham, has already caused .
between®
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£7,000 pay

During his years as a. KGB:
agent Prime c¢ollecied more
than £7,.000 from his paymasters. .
In 1976, when his career both
at the communications 1 Q and
in the K G P was at its height,

his .controller informed him

that if hr ever wished to defect

he would be given a pension and
¢he rank of coloncl. .

Prime pleaded huilty at-the
0O\d Bailey to seva counts under
the Official Secrets Act of com-
‘municating information useful -
to an cnemy. Iie also admitted
theee charges of indecently |
assaulting young girls, for
swhich he was jailed for three .
years. ) o . o

Now a broken and remorseful
man. who appeared Irawn and
weary as he sat in thg dock,
Prime has promised to co-
operate fully’ with the security |
services to repair whatever he.;
can of the damage he caused.
But much of it is irreperable. .

In a 30-page confession,
Prime said he first offered his
services to the KGB while
serving with the RATF in Ber-:
lin i 1968 * partly as a resuit .
of a misplaced idealistic view

.

of Soviet socialism ‘which was |
compounded by basic psycho:
logical problems within myself.” :

When they question Mrs
Thatcher today, M Ps wil lalso
want to know why there was:
no inquiry after Prime, tiring:
‘of his life of .deception, sud-
denly left the communications .
HQ in 1977, even though by: ’ T
that time he had risen to be a )
saction head dealing with deci-
sions “ of the ulmost secrecy ™.

In the event, Prime was
questioned  about  espionage
only afier Mrs Prime had seen
the police "wiile her husband
was in custody for sex assaults
~ against young girls.
Prime. said vesterday. by Mr
George Carman Q C, defending,
. to have had an unhappy child-
kood which made him a * sexual
and social misfit,” first made
contact with the KGB after
leaving a niessage at a Berlin
checkpoint in 1968.
The reply came in a metal
cylffinder attached to his car.
He met his contacts, Igor and
Valya, at the Friedrichstrasse
station, gave them information,
and was encouraged by them to
pursue his application for a
job as a linguist in the Civil
Service. ’
. His application was successful
and after passing the positive
vetting procedure he began
wurking for the Government’s
comimunications H Q in London.
During that time he received
and conveyed information to
Russia " by radio, picked up
money and spying materials{ -,
and left documents at dead-
tetter boxes in the London
suburbs.
As his sepiority in the Civil
Service increased he was trans-
- fered to Cheltenham and he
made more c¢ontacts with the
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In his last year at Chelten-y
ham he took 15 roils of film
amounting to about 500 photo- |
graphs of top secret documents.

But a year after marrying his
present wife in 1976 and play-
g the part of a loving father
to her thrce sons he tired of
deception and left his Govern-
ment job.

Twice he booked [lights to
Helsinki with the intention of
defecting, but each time the
pull of his new family held him
back. He turned to a new life:
as a taxi driver. :

But he still had informmion}
the Russians wanted and twice .
more they contacted him.

He flew to Vienna to deliver,
his films of documents and last’
year, on his final contact with:
his spymasters, he flew to!
Berlin and wvas taken to Pots-!
dam to be questioned about top]

secret allied activities.

It was during his time as a;
taxi driver’ that he carried out!
a series of sex attacks and drew |
a card index of 2,287 potential:
young victims, i

He was arersted on April 28
and first questioned about spy-
ing on June 8. At first he made
a- series of confusing deaials

" and partial admissions.

But on June 26, after long;
auestioning by Dct. Chief Supt.
David Cole, he made a full con-!
fession which ended with wordsi
of regret and remorse. i

o : Mr Carman asked Lord Lane:
not to pass the “ maximum kind '’ i : -
of scéntence for the worst pos-!
sible sort of traitor” albeit the:
damage inflicted by Prime was
ofs a very grave order. !

He said Prime had co-operateq
with the authorities to enable
them to isolate, detect and hope. !
fully arrest the damage at the "
earliest possible moment after
detection.

There had been several long
gaps in Prime’s activities over
the years, Mr Carman added,

Prime was  “desperately
lonely and totally inadequate.”

Wife praised

“It is the misfits of society |
that provide the fertile breeding
ground for the ruthless propa-
ganda of the oviet system and
its capacity to foster treachery
under the guise of idealism,” he
said. .

Passing sentence Lord Lane
told Prime: “ Whatever has
conte out of this case, ynur!
wife has come out of it with!
great credit. ]

“But ‘the court has heard |
enough about your activities
. . . to rcalise that by your
treachery you have done incal-!
culable harm to the interests|
and security of this country!
and the intercsts and security
of our friends and allies.” !

et
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THATCHFR "
STATEMENT
TODAY

By JAMES WIGHTMAN
Political Cerrespondent
T{*HE Prime Minister, who

"~ will make a statement
to the Commons this after-
noon on the Geolffrey Prime
Spy case, is expected to ;
tell M Ps that the case is |
being referred to the |
Security Commission which
investigates major |
breaches  of  the intelli-
sence systenm. )
She is also expected to -sav |

that no-one else was invo]ved;
with Prime.- ‘ o
Although * this Government |
faces the. imniediate .politica-l}
embarrassment, Prime did most |
of his espionage in the years of |
other  administrations, . S
He began by supplying the!
Russians  with ™ secrets in the :
litetime of the Labour Govern-.’
ment led by Sir Ifarold Wilson, |
and continued through the years |
of the administrations led by |
Mr lcath, Sir Harold Wilson !
again, then AMr Callaghan and
tinally Mrs Thatcher. i
‘The immediate concern of the |
Govermment ‘once Prime’s Spy-f
ing was uncovered was over the ;
potential damage which it had t
donc to national security.
Ministers werc dismayed that . -
his spying had gone on undetec- |
ted for so long and the case
shook  their confidence in -
seeurity - at the top  seeret
siznals centre at- Chcltenham,f
where Prime worked, P
et .
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CONGRESS CURB
ON SHARING
'SECRETS FEARED

By DAVID SHEARS in Washington
QENIOR Central Intelligence Agency
: officials are worried that Congress

~might seize on the Cheltenham security
"breach to impose tighter surveillance of
their .work and curb the sharing of

. American secrets with Britain. |

‘Professionals in the Washington intelligence o
community view the Prime case as serious, but | »
nobody believes that the Cheltenham * mole”
betrayed military secrets such as the location of
Nato nuclear warheads or the state of readiness

' ' of every Nato division. |
“ It is most unlikely that‘;
he would have had access to |
anything of the sort,” saidi
Mr George Carver, a retired§
CIA deputy. !

Mr Carver, now working as:
a senior fellow of the George-;
town University Centre for;
Strategic and  Iaternational”
Studies, said that although he
had no direct knowledze of
Prime’s “leaks” to the Rus-
sians, the case was certainly.
less damaging than, for ex-:
ample, the Philby defection.

Washington sources who can--
not be named say the kind of .
Russian messages and signals .
that would have crossed Prime’s -
desk were less than *cosmic™ !
in their security classification.
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- Typical of = the material
Prime was given to translate
wonld have been coded military
signals passing between Russian
army uaits. Much of this would
have been routine traflic.

Mr Carver said that Prime
would mot necessarily have’
known how this material had
been obtained, but the very!
fact that he bad it must have,
been of great interest to his:
Soviet ‘“case officer™ or local
spymaster. -

By examining the messages
Prime  was translating, the
K G D would have been ahle to-
determine which of their codes
had been broken. This in turn;
would have enabled Moscow to,
attempt’ “ disinformation ¥ —'
the deliberate feeding of mis-'
*leading material to the West. !

© Mr Carver suuosted (lmt‘
Prime might have been useful;
to his Russian masters by tell-’
ing them which of the messages:
he handled had aroused p1r—i
txcular interest among ~ his|
superiors.. -, - i
‘ “ This wnuld have ngcn the
Soviets an indication of lhe;
lines of inquiry Western intel-!|
ligence was pursuing at any.
gived moment,” he said.

Carter rulm"

A ‘recent Wmm\crozv Post;
report that Nato militaryi
secrets had been betrayved was:
not  taken seriously by thel
"Washington intelligence dgen-
cies, but CTA chiefs fear that
it might prompt QCongress to
eaforce President Carter’s 1978
order requiring tighter Con-

activities.

When this order was xssued
the C1A felt its secrets were
no longer protectcd since they

might *“Jeak” from briefings
on Capltol Hill. London, there-
fore, hesitated to pass on some
Brmsh intelligence material.

In the wake of the Prime
case, CTA officials fear that:
some senators will try to restrict ¢
the two-way fow of intelli-|
gence  between America  and |
Bnmm for fear of betrayal.

Already it is said that some
staff assistants of the Senate
Intelligence Committee are
“snapping at the heels” of Mr’
william  Casey, +the CIA
Divector. {

So far these fears have not |
matenahwd ;

‘Intelligence vprofecsmna]s on
foth sides say that Anglo-;
American co-operation continues |
unthan“ed and. in the words of y
oe, *“as comfortable as can

4 [
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AlL the tools of the trade

HE. . KGB, Primes.
paymasters, 'provided-
their G CH Q mole with:
an array of spying equip-_

.. ment, ‘ .

In_a nutshell,  according to
Sir Michael Havers, Altorney-
General, Prime, was equipped
with “all the indis;wnsnblf-
tools of the modern-day spy.”

In 1974, two Russian agents. a
man and a woman speaking

~in broken English, delivered
to Prime's sister a briefcase
for him. L

In<ide was a sccret compart-
ment,  and . when Prime
removed -‘the two -
securing © the * handle, he
found a collection of vital

+ equipment. ,

The  Russians also provided
him with one time pads, used
worldwide by securily ser-
vires for sending and receive
ing secretly coded messages,

scréws

3>~ A 020002-6
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‘A document found at his home

fully  explainad the wusual
method  of  retrieving  and
develuping microdots, which
agre a well known method of
conveying secret information.

Prime also had a signul
schedule  describing days,
times and frequencies when
radio contact could be made
with him.

Speech in German

Prime, as head of his GCHQ
section, had access to highly
classified documents. A ver-
batim copy of one top secret
document was found .at his
home.

He was provided with a power-
ful radio, capable of receiving
in England short wave radio
messages froin Last Germany.
tape, still on a recorder, con-
tiined highly sensitive
information i Prime’s voice,

Another tape  recording  cone

tained a spcech in Gefman, a
coded speech which had been
broadcast in East Germany in :
1970. . 1

Prime also had a notebook {v;'th .

A

indecipherable indentations |
which he. admitted contained °
secret carbons, - .- g
brown loose leaf folder also '
had indentations -which were |
coded numbers, : i

The:. were lettérs in cnvelopes

addressed to East Germany.'
Their content was innocuous, !
but Prime admitted that in-:
visible writing in code was

- overwritten on letters of that:

A

type, -and .sent by ‘him “to]
East Germany, . I, ;
fter his arrest, Prime claimed-
that a miniature camera and,
a lurther set of one time:
pads were still at his home,:
in the attic, but a thorough
search by police failed to dis-.
cover them. .
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oo . ‘ ' : ‘PICUR: KENNETH MASON

{;’eh'teR,PY\t Cozens (left), chief constable of West Mercia, Det. Chief Ins i

Primre f\l;asense(rc‘f:;ézb and.tEet. Sgpt. A!a? Mayo in Londen yesterday aftgt: i

i 5 . with equipment found at his home: ta ‘ r

radso. receiver, docqment case (left) with false bottom, oné-timpg-:lzgoggzg
pads (right), letters and an index of young girls, .
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GEO’FFREY . PRIME’S
" incredible secret life
was allowed to continue
. for 14 years because he
twice survived. positive
vetting — the procedure
designed ' to protect
against infiltration.

When she - makes her Com-
mons statement on the case
today Mrs Thatcher is certain
to face the fiercest demands yet
for a thorough review of the
system. .

Only. earlier this -year . the

latest” security review reported
‘that” positive  vetting had
worked well over the past’ 30
.years ‘and recommended "2
reduction in the number of
senior posts subject to the pro-
cedure. )
" Yet in his confession, Prime
admitted that he first felt the
P'Sé)'Chological problems  which
led him to become a Soviet
agent when he was serving with
the RAF in Berlin. )

Neither that feeling nor the
fact' that a_ sexual -attack by a
male relative during his un-
happy childhood had left him
with feelings of sexual inade-
quacy prevented him from pass-
ing the positive .vetting proce-
d;é'g when he joined GCHG in

Mr George Carman revealed
at the OId Bailey that in 1972
while engaged on sensitive work
in London, Prime suffered from
severe depression and was re-
ferred by his doctor for treat-
,;ﬂ_elzt by a consultant psychia-
rist.

Sudden decision

Yet again in 1974 he passed
positive vetting.

M Ps will also want to know
why no investigation was
prompted by his sudden
decision to quit GCHQ in
1977, just a year after being

romoted to the rank of section

ead, in which he dealt with
matters of the utmost secrecy.

A process of de-indoctrination
and de-briefing is supposed to
be standard procedure when
such a senior employee lcaves
- Cheltenham.

It was the psychological weak-
ness and feeling of sexwal in-
adequacy which first led him to
wmake contact with' his Soviet
-Spymasters and later to make
the sexual attacks on little girls
that brought about his downfall.

Yet it is just such dangerous
weaknesses that the vetting
sysiem was designed to show
up. '

£z 2 7 ¥ % DEr Ak
.. The Government communications headquarters at Cheltenham, Gloucestershire.

‘How he slipped ihmugh the net 3

Ministers are already con-
sidering whether the vetting
system should be changed. This
follows a report from Lord
Bridge, chairman of the
Security Commission, who in-
quired into the case of Com-
mander Michael Trestrail, the
Queen's Police "Officer who
resigned in July after admit-
ting a relationship witk a male
prostitute.

That report, together with
any recommended improve-
ments, may be published later
this month. .

The vetting system at Chel-
tenham, as at any other civil
service establishment works on
two basic levels. The * normal
vetting ” applied to those deal-
ing with information up to the
“ confidential ’ level relics prin-
cipally upon_the information an
individual gives when first em-
ployed, backed by checks for
criminal records and so on.

Thorough check

But “positive vetting” applied
to. those such as Prime dealing
with “secret ™ and “ top secret”
information is a much more
thorough check. The individual
will have an interview with a
security officer, answer a_ long
questionaire about political
views and out-of-hours activities,
and have to provide -two refer-
ees who will also be interviewed.

In addition, security officers
may approach friends, neigh-
bours and even the subject’s
family. The clearance of those
subject to positive vetting should
be reviewed every five years,
although there is evidence that
because of the munnber of staff
employed at Cheltenham and a
shortage of security officers it
did not take place so drequently.

One former employee who
served for more than 20 years
could recall only two reviews
during his service.

Ironically, sinmce Prime’s
arrest the Civil Service Com-
mission has_advertised in_this
newspaper for security officers
at G CH Q, offering a salary of
£7,820 a year rising to ncarly
£10.000. o

The adverstisements  stipu-
lated that applicants should be

8

2

at least 40, have served in the
police at the rank of detective
inspector. or above or have al
ready been investigating officers
in the Civil Service.

One former, security officer
at Cheltenham pointed out that
however carefully this positive
vetting procedure was followed,
if an individual had a bizarre
sexual taste, had never been
caught in an illegal act and did
not talk about his perversion to
others, then there was rno way
he would show up as a risk.

Some
argue that the introduction of
psychological tests might. be
more reliable in showing up
such potential risks.

But this would increase still
further the time needed before
a possible recruit was given
clearance to work in a seasitive
post. .

As it is the current vetting
procedure may take months
and security officials admit that
many potentially. worthy re-
cruits are lost because. they
become impatient and turn te
other sources of employment.

The vetting and review sys-
tem is reinforced by imternal
spying carried out by depart-
ment heads who are briefed to
check on employees who appear
to have too much money, or
appear to be.short of cash
through gambling or any other
activity or who “show an ex-
cessive interest in members. of
the opposite sex.”

This system was introduced
in the 1970s to prevent “moles”
developing. .

But employces admit that te-
cause sections are small and
loyalties between staff and
department heads are strong
such reporis are rarely made.
Instead, the heads are likely to
make supenficial checks and
file routine reports to keep the
security men. hanpy.

An added complication is the
tension which frequently mani-
fests itself between the civilian
boffins who run departments
and the internal security nien
who are often ex-service or ex-
police  personnel, seen as
authoritarian busybodies.

intelligence . experts-
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~ The silent mole
who changed the
face of weason

'THE fact that the treachery of Geoffrey
Prime is regarded on both sides of the
Atlantic with such seriousness, illustrates the
dramatic way espionage has changed in the
electronic age. T

Prime had access to tha F : A3 AL LAY
vast files of Comint (Corg. : Sk i i

Municationg Intelligence) @

which flow into Cheltenham
daﬂy. - . i01) 0323108 qd
Comint replaced . Humint @% a0
(Humanp - Intelligence) | B
. Zathered by agents on the : Jd
ground, as the staple fodder 121965 o Preci]
of the security services, “(eixo topuedxd
{prepuais se) Wy X
“ujelig ui paubisig
0007 yim 19}

"Mpuusaxy UMOYS 23195 AL
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£ Was a quiet mole, listening
eafing through
y after day ip a

Georgian town.
His patient ife was & shar
contrast action-man

Tovey.
about GCHQ jn 1978, My

urgess and Blunt,

The scale of cvesdropping is
rmous. ‘It inclydes moititor.
ing of coded diplomatic ang
military. messages, the record-
ing of radio telephone angd telex
Calls angd' the interception of

microwave Communications,
The Government Communi.
cations Headquarters at
kaown as GCHQ,
y with its American

the i

ty Agency (NSA) b
at Fort Meade, Maryland.

Army of linguists
, two

they work in close
Partnership wit] similar
agencies in Canada, Australia,
New  Zealand and
countries,
To decipher all this informa-

. tion G CHQ employs a virtya -

army of linguijsts, About 8,000

peaple,  almost one-tenth of

(}Zlhelleuham’s, Ppopulation work
ere. -

St moved to Chel.
€ war and untj]
was  hardly ever
tioned in pubjie, hen
i;ournaﬁsts, Mr
all, an American, and Mr
Duncan ampbell, * why still
specialises in intelligence
matters for the NEW  States.
£ MaN, Teported on tg work in
the * London Mmagazine Ting
0ur. Their reports suggested its
immense i
might b
liberties.
Hosenball was Tlater
d ‘for publishing jnfor-
barmful 1o British
fecurity, After writing again

WS a———

® a threat to civi]

the Nato t

Mark Hosen. b

'momtormg capacity

Campbel] was tried under the

Official Secrets Act  and

acquitted in 4 controversial

casecw'hi.aill was known as the
trial,

One of jts most vocal cyr.

rent critics has been Mp Alex’

Lawrie, a Labour member of
G)oucestershire County Council;
who worked there for 22 yeurs
as a language specialist,
retired early” 5
being warned by security
officers aboyt breaking the civil
service rule about Speaking jg
public about his department.
His offence centred on sfpeak-
g of the
y about GCHQ's
k of accodhtability. :
Although the centre’s official
udget is listed in nillions of
pounds,  eyepn conservative
estimates Put its rea] expendij
Ure at hundreds of millions
most of which g laundered »
through the Defence Ministry
and the Foreign Office. )
During the time that Prime
worked at GCHQ the centre
had two directors, The first,
Sir Leonard Hooper, i
charge from 19657,
a carcer in the Foreig
and  Defence Ministry,
leaving  the Communicationg
ase hé spent five years as 3
Sputy Secretary ip the Cab.
inct Office .
Te  was succecded by gip
Arthur Bonsall, a modern lap.
8Uases specialist i h a similar
Defence aj Foreign Office
baci\'ground, Who  remained in
charge untjj 1978. He now lives
in_ Stroud,
The present director Js Sir
VBrianl Tovey, 2 speciajise
in Orienta ican studies
v both Navaj and
e .
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Repercussions of Prime’s- -

s No v

treachery may

never be

known

THE full scale’ of the damage Geoffrey

.~ Prime’s treachery
intelligence will never

has done to Western
be fully known.

. But the “incalculable harm” of which the ﬁord
. Chief Justice spoke yesterday has possibly come closer
-to driving a rift between the United States and British

"intelligence services than
any.other known security
leak. . :

For an enormous and vital
proportion of all Western in-
telligence passes through
GCHQ, which works in
close co-operation with the
American National Security
Agency. o

Mr Caspar Weirberger,
American Secretary of Defence
-said the Cheitenham briach of
Security was “ serious oput not
catastrophic.” ’

- Privately at lecast on: senior
British official has said that the
Prime case is nothing short of
a ‘" disaster ” for the inklligence
services.

The Americans are :aid to be
angry that Britain ha not yet
provided a full assesment of
the harm caused by Prime, al-
though there have leen assur-
ances on this side of fie Atlantic
that Cheltenham is fow thought
clear of mules.

Advanced traslator

Prime worked h5 way up to
the most senior rank  of
Advanced Lingoit Specialist.
and became a ‘ection head.
His jub was to tanscribe and
translate Soviet ¢numnunications
intercepted by bch British and
American satellits and ground
stations around te world. .

Much of th information
arrives in codeand has to be
put through Chitenham’s huge
and highly-sophsticated de-cod-
ing computers oefore reaching
the hands of tanslators. .

In his positin, Prime would
have been abl to report to the
Soviets not ofy which of their
communicatios _were  being
monitored, bt his information
would also reeal which of their
codes had ken broken.

- In respon?, the Sovicts could
bave done wo things:

SHiFT the requency or method
ef transmision to avoid inter-
ception, or

TrRaNsM: raisleading informa-
tion, thusziving Western agen-
cies a fai2z basis on which to
plan furter action.

Odes changed

Amerian officials have said
that drving the period that
Prime ws emploved at .GCHQ,
severaliey sources of elecironic
intellighce on Soviet military,
econoric and political develop-
mentsiere Jost becanse Moscow
clangd communications micth-
ods o codes. Lo

Bufin such cases it is im-
possiie to tell “extictly what
pronpted the change, so a full

~assesmient  of “Prine’s decade
‘of Jeception could never be
mace. .

- One senjor American official
was quoted in the New Yorw

By ALAN COPPS

/FL

. the years.

.could become a hot -political

TrMES as saying: “You can
never tell for sure what led
the Russians to change cncryp-
tion systems or switch to differ:
ent channels. It's what you don’t
know in a case like this that
scares you most.”

That view was echoed by one
British expert who had "been
involved in security at Chelten-
ham. “Prime would know the
targets and the means of listen-
ing, possibly even the base from
where  communications  were
being monitored. That informa:
tion  is invaluable . to the
Soviets.” .

Crucial negotiations

When Prime’s potential know-
ledge is set against the back-
ground of Western-Soviet rela-

tions during his time at GCHQ,
the reasons for alarm are clear.

His career began at a time
of extreme tension folloiving
the Soviet invasion of Czecho-
slovakia in 1968, and lasted
throughout the years of detente
which included a series of
crucial arms negotiations.

In. drawing up necotiating
positions at such conferences,
the  kind of intelligence
gathered at Cheltenham would
play a vital part—as it would
in many other major foreign
policy decisions on both sides
of the Atlantic. E

The talks which took place
during Prime’s employment in-
cluded the Strategic Arms
Limitation Treaties, the . Hel-
sinki confercnce on European
Sccurity and Cooperation with
all its implications for human
rights and economic collabora-
tion, and the Muiual and
‘Balanced Force Reduction talks
aimed at reducing the level of
conventional weapons in
Europe.

A report in the WasHINGTON
Post last month said Prime was
thought to have passed on to
the Soviets the locations of all
British and US nuclear war-
heads and the day-by-day armed
readiness of every division de-
ploved throughout the 13 Naso
countries of Western Europe,
Turkey and Greece.

That statement was attributed
to American inteligence
sources. But it was specifically
denied at yesterday’s trial, as
was the suggestion that his
spying resulted in the dcath of
Western agents.

“His task was to deal with in.
coming traffic, and that alone
would be- extrefitely "damaging.

However great the damage
done by Prime, the case is un-
likely to affect the close -work-
ing relationship between the
American -and  British intelli-
gence communities, although it

= ‘5"@‘ -
1172R00030002000

might make the Americaus more
circumspect in their  personal
dealings with' British agents.
An * American . intelligence
expert said the episode had not
destroyed .the -trust and the
valuable working relationship
that had been built up over

However, there ,is concern
that publicity’ over "the . issue
and rumouts of a split between
the ' two' espionage services

issue in the United States with
some congressmen using it to
urge that the CIA and the
NSA should not share’ their
most  sensitive - secrets ! with
Britain. - SRR

Such. pressure would cause
some bitter feelings, but in the
long ruxc is unlikely to succeed.
For one thing,- Cheltegham's
specialised: computers -: have
the capacity to decode some
information beyond the range
of their American equivalents. |

In addition, GCHOQ has |
access to intercepts from'some |
listening posts which the U.S,, |
despite its satellite technology,
would find difficult to replace. '

The Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee was bricfed on the case
soon_after Prime’s arrest and
is still trying to determine how
serious the damage is.

But becausé of the laws whichi -
forbid publication of evidence
in this country, the American
public has until now been told
far more about the implications
of the case,

In July, following Prime’s
arrest, ‘Mrs Thatcher made a
brief statement in the Commons
which gave only the barest de-
tails. She did say, however, that
any security issues arising as a §
result would be referred to the ¢
Security Commission. . §

Panel reconstijuted

She also said it was impossiblé é:
to say with absolute certainty §

whether any other people were 4|
likely to be charged. Further &
evidence would be considered g;
by the Director of Public Prose. &
cutions in the nermal way. - £

Several M Ps on both sides
of the House put down
questions about security when
the case first broke. But for
one reason or another none was
answered.

One comparatively © minor
change in the security proce:
dure has however been linked
with the case, mainly because . &
of its timing last month just &
as the most alarming reports
were coming out in Ameiica.

The, three .members of “the
Civil "Service. security appeals
panel -~ Sir  Richard Powell,
73, Sir Clifford Jarrett, 73. and
Sir Richard Hayward, 72—
viere asked to resign. -

Mr Justice Lloyd, 53, a2 Hizh
Court judge, was appointed -as
chairman and will serve with
Sir Patrick Nairne, 61, Master

of St. Catherine’s College,
Oxford, and a former civil
servanf, and Mr Edward
Hewlett, 61, formerly deputy t?&
general  secrctary of - the &
Institution  of

Professional
Civil Servants. - B
The panel's function is to ¥
advise on appeals by people
who have failed “npositive vet.
ting” because a  Minister
helieves there is some ground
to doubt their reliability. It last

considered a case in 1959, .

The panel is a micor. part of
the security apparatus, but the
chanize was seen as a gestiere
by Mrs Thatcher towards the
Americans that everything pbs- -
sible to improve security was
being done.
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". when he
" i graphic-copies of the top secret
| material, .

‘BY KGB-
: ONLY
'PIN-MONEY

TPPRIME :betrayed” * his.
country’s.secrets to the :

Russians for virtual , pin- -

money in

‘terms. SO
In 14 years-as a- traitor he
was only paifl. a’total of just
-over. £8,000. AR .
‘British . Intelligence sources
point out that Prime’s miserly
rewards back up his story that
he got sucked into the . top
. Stream of espionage activities
1 for ideological reasons., .

His biggest payment, £4,000,
would appear "to' have- becn
made ‘on his last visit behind
the Iron Curtain, to Potsdam.
almost” exactly a ."year ago,

* ‘when he was closelv questioned
_‘about top secret Allied activi-
i ties.. - . o
', £400 sweeteners
‘His other payments, if his
. -account is to be believed, were
rarely more-than £600 or £700.

His first sweetener” in 1968
was a mere £400. .

He was usually' paid on his
trips to the' Eastern Bloc, but
according' to him, he alse col-
lected cash at
places, - once ‘near ‘a laké in
Esher, and another .time at a
pick up -point -near RBanstead
Station, Surrcy. o

TRIPS ABROAD

‘world ‘espionage

FOR MASTERS

" PRIME, - codenamed
i Rowlands by the
Russians, was ‘first: fe-

" cruited by the KGB in

1968, while he served in .1

the RAF in Berlin,

He made regular trips behind -

the Iron Curtain for debricfing
sessions, his. last journcy being
to East Germany only a year
1"..13'25;'-({_"“ after _he "had
been: brieféd by is<emaployers
to “recEive fresh high security
classification, he attended a
series of meetings in Vienna
passed over photo-

Cdntact -broken

It was on another of his trips
to Vienna in May, 1976, that he
was told that if he should ever
wish- to defect, he would be
givén a peusion alzd the. rank

' of colonel in the KGB.

contact with the Russians. after
leaving . G(EI-;Q, but said he
was contacted again fn April,
1980 and asked to go to Vienna,

He {86k iip the
taking with him rolls
secrét ocuments,
reated to a three
a Russian cruise
Danube.

invitation,
of film of
and  was
day stay on
ship on” the

R R e

Approved For Release

" Approved Fér Release 2

secret  hiding.

.having

Prime claims to have lost - .
_sian
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Quiet ‘loner’ who

‘enjoyed
- and his

football

family

By ALAN COPPS

THE public face of

Geoffrey Prime was

that of a quiet family man. He doted

“on his three stepsons,

aged 10, 14 and 15.

Hé enjoyed football]
matches and was something
of an ace at crosswords.

His fascination with the
Russian language and culture
was. obvious, but he rarcly
talked about politics and
never discussed his work at
GCHQ. )

His taxi-driver colleaguecs
calied him a loner.

His home was a neat, modern
detached house in a quiet™kane
behind one of Cheltenham’s
gracious crescents.

The front door of Laburnum
Cettage in Pittville Crescent
Lane, is the kind of modest
facade behind  which  many
secrets are stored in the Cots-
wold Spa. where at least one
in 10 of the working population
is employed at GCH Q.

In the years he lived there
Prime made few close friends,
but one man who got to know
him better than  mpst was
{ezllow-driver Mr Glynn Priday,
o4,

Computer tape

After Prime left GCHOQ in
1977 he first ‘worked for a

' company called Cheltax, a firm

which still has ‘a coptract to
transport computer tape from
the Cﬂeltenham bases to various
destinations. .

When two years later a
dozen Cheltax drivers "decided
to set up their own company

rime and Mr Priday were
among the leaders.

“ We used him as a sccretary,
ecause we could pick his
brains to write letters, He was
very good with words,” said
Mr  Priday. “There is no way

making money too much.”

Prime put in a lot of work
to help set up the co-operative
called A 2 B taxis, but he did:
not socialise with the other
members.

. Chat and coffce

“The rest of the blokes

“would get out of their cars and
.come into the office for a chat

and - some coffee.  But not
Geoffrey, his car was his world.
If he had to wait for anether

.Job he would wait in the car

with a flask and his books.
" “We knew he had worked:,

‘at GCH Q and that he was an

interpreter, he talked abont
speat some time in
Berlin. We hought he still did
a bit of that work while work-
ing for us.

* He ‘'would often carry Rus-
newspapers  and  hooks
around with him and he wrote'.

-in Rassian and German.”

Somctimes the taxi drivers .
at both companics were shaken
when Prime would turn up for
the night shift carrying along
a large muilti-wave' band radio
which he tuned to Radio Mos-
cow. It was that radio that

e was a communist, He liked .

appearéd as an exhibit at the
Old Bailey., =~ - .
At other times he would ask

for evenings off so he could |

drive to .London for Russian
films or other cultural events:

“He said he’'d left GCHQ
because of the - pressure of
work. He got fed up with
going to the same place day
after day. He said he liked the
freedom of being a taxi
driver.” .

Geoffrey Prime left A 2 B taxis
after a_dispute over ‘plans to
turn it into a limited company.

In November 1981 he went to |

pauy based in Bristol. )
The-sheck of Prime’s arrest
was as greal for his family as
for his former rmiicagues.
Prime was born h n
1958. His father, Mr Geoir
Prime was described as a cop-
per wire drawer of Humble
Bec Bank, Alton, near Stoke on
Trent. :
He ‘has two brothers. My
Vincent Prime, the younger, a
council roadsweeper, who still
lives near Stoke, has not seen
Geoffrey for about 20 years.
Mr George Prime, the second
brother, is a joiner at Blythe
Bridge, near Stoke. Wis sister
lives in Uttoxeter, Staffs.
Geoffrey Prime went to the
village church school until he
was 14 and then to St Joseph’s
Roman  Catholic
School in Trent Vale, Stoke.

Language course

At 18 he entered national

service with the RA ¥ and was
persuaded “to make it his
career. After serving in Kenya
he was selected for a Russian
language course at T A F
Leuchars in Fife, where he alss
studied German. . .
He qualified from that course
in May, 1964, and the foliow-
ing month was posted to classi-
fied work at RAF Gatow in
West Berlin, In 1966 he was
promoted to corporal and in
1968 to sergeant.

work for a German wine com-

It was while he was in Bérﬁn:
shortly before he left the RAF

that he made his contact with
the Russians. 3

In 1969 he was married for
the first time to Miss Helena
Organ in London when he was
described as a Linguist Officer
(Foreign Oftice). :

That marriage ended. in
divorce in 1975, The follow-
ing year- Prime was already
working in Cheltenham for the
Joint Technical Language Ser-
vice, the official name for the
translators’ department “at
Oakley.

In 1976 he rented a room in

Cirencester Road, “Cheltenhaimn |.

and it was there that he met his
present wife, then Mrs Rhona

Ratcliff, whose marriage was

euding. .

In 1977 Prime. now promoted
to a section head, was married
to Rhona and wholcheartedly
adopted  her  family.  Shortly
alterwards Prime's carcer at
GCHQ cnded.

Secondary |
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